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A Sermon, delivered in the Pres- 
byterian Church in the city of 
- Hudson, on the cvening of the 
’ yoth of January, 1815, imme- 
* diately after the formation of 
the Columbia Moral Society— 
By Azarran CiarK, A. M. 
Pastor of a church in Canaan, 


James v. 19, 20. 


’ & Brethren, if any of you do err 
from the truth, and one convert him, 
Jet him Know, that he which convert- 
eth a sinner from the error of his 
way, shall save a soul from death, 
and shall hide a multitude of sins.” 


Man, when he came from the 
forming hand of his Maker, was 
pure and spotless. Being made 
but a little lower than the angels, 
hé was crowned with glory and 
honour. The exalted powers of 
his soul were all in sweet subjec- 
tion to the will of God ; and while 
he continued in this state, he 
yielded a delightful obedience to 
his laws. But he is now a fallen 
being ; has lost that rectitude of 
character in which he was first 
created. His understanding is 
darkened ; his will is perverse, 
and all the affections of his heart 
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are now turned towards wrong 


and forbidden objects. Through 
every generation and in every 
part of the world, he has been 
disposed to wander from his God. 
This propensity to sin, brought 
out in a variety of ways arid to 
such an alarming degree, has 
given rise to the restraints and 
penalties of law. Not even the 
best of men are to be excepted 
from this imputation. The apos- 
tle in our text has taken it for 
granted, that it is possible even 
for good men to err. The 
words are therefore spoken thus 
hypothetically,—* Brethren, if 
any of you do err from the 
truth and one convert him, let 
him know, that he which con- 
verteth a sinner from the error 
of his way shall save a soul from 
death, and shall hide a multitude 
of sins.” 

Although the words before us 
have a primary reference to the 
members of a visible church, 
still there is an important sense 
in which they apply to all man- 
kind. ‘The whole human race are 
brethren; they belong to the same 
family;and strictly speaking, have 
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but one common interest. But 
owing to local considerations, the 
kindred is newrer as we descend 
to nations, communities and fame 
ilies. As men bear a relation to 
each other, they are bound by 
the best of principles to watch 
over one another for their com- 
mon benefit. When one is de- 
luded by error, or is plunging 
into sin, it is the part of a friend 
to interpose, and if ‘possible, to 
ward off the impending danger. 
Upon the same principles that 
these kind offices are due between 
individuals, they are also due be- 
iween respective portions of com- 
unity. 
we shall insist, 

I. On the alarming prevalence 
ef sin. 

Il. Show that a reformation is 
neces@ary. 

111. Vhat it is also practicable. 

IV. Suggest a way to effect 
it ; and, 

V. Present some motives to 
induce men to make the attempt. 
Our attention will be 

I. Directed to the alarming 
prevalence of sin. It is not 
enough to say as did a heathen 
moralist, * That the evils of the 
present day have been the pre- 
vailing evils of all days.” From 
the most unguestionable facts, 
the tide of. vice has risen higher 
than at any former period of 
ume. If the comparison be im- 
ited to this country, the observa- 
tion will appear preeminently 
just. Men are certainly more 
often, and more generally break- 
ing over the restraints of law, 
and setting the authority of God 
at defiance. ‘They are generally 
less influenced by the fear of God, 
aml less susceptible of the im- 
pressions of an accusing con- 


In view of these things,” 


[Marce 


science. Vice in general as- 


“sumes a’bolder tone, roots deep- 


er in the heart, and sends forth 


-more’extensively its deleterious 


But there aré certain 


’ tits. 
+ aes of vice more prevalent 


than others. Some there are, 
which have risen toa much high- 
er pitch. Whether it be because 
men are more prone to ‘these 
than others; or because the re- 
straints against these vices are 
not so strenuously maintained, 
we pretend not here tosay. The 
fact exists, and is too conspicu- 
ous to need any other support. 
The profanation of the Sabbath 
is one thing which now awakens 
the concern of the virtuous pub- 
lic. It was the pleasure of the 
Almighty, when he created and 
peopled this werld, to set apart 
one day in seven, as sacred to.his 
own immediate worship. This 
day he has guarded by a particu- 
lar, plain and positive law, which 
he rehearsed in terrific -spendour 
to the tribes of Israel, from the 
tep of Sinai. When God said, 
“ Thow shalt not kill,” he alse 
said, “ Remember the Sabbath 
day to keep it holy.” As God 
has guarded this day by a plain 
and positive law, so he has guard- 
ed this law by tremendous penal- 
ties, and by inflicting. on those 
that break it the most dreadful 
and exemplary punishments.— 
Still, perhaps, there is no one 
point in which the authority of 
God is so frequently and fearless- 
ly invaded as this. The fourth 
command seems at this day, by 
common consent, to be trodden 
under foot... Unnecessary labour 
and vain recreation, expressly 
forbidden by all laws human and 
divine, are common on this day. 
In the face of those laws, men 
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may be seen at work in their 
fields or shops, riding off on par- 
ties of pleasure, visiting from 
house to house, fishing, hunting, 
and what is still more outrageous¢ 
ly criminal, engaged at cards, and 
other games of chance.- Too 
frequently these enormities are 
either connived at, or even sanc- 
tioned by the examples of men: 
of high authority. In this way, 
the profanation: of the Sabbath 
becomes a national sin, provokes 
the displeasure of God, and 
draws down divine judgments on 
our land. 

Prof.ne swearing tsalsoarother 
vice, which at this day has be- 
come alarmingly prevalent. It 
is written, * Thou shalt not take 
ihe name of the Lord thy God in 
vain ; for the Lord will not hold 
him guiltless that taketh his 
name in vain.” To say nothing 
of the’ multiplication of oaths in 
judicial proceedings, and in some 
matters insignificant and frivo- 
lous; God’s name is taken in 
vain by many almost as often as 
they speak. Without a blush, 
and seemingly without the least 
remorse of conscience, many can 
laspheme and invoke eternal 
orments on themselves; * whose 
udgment of a long time linger- 
th not, and whose damnation 
slumbereth not.” Perhaps it 
ould never with more propriety 
¢ said, ** Because of swearing 
he Jand mourneth.” 

But there is still another vice 
hich is equally prevalent, and 
10 less destructive to both the 
bodies and the souls of men. 
‘his is the intemperate use of 
mtoxicating liquors. So many 
te the facilities of procuring 
rdent spirits, and custom has 
ade the use of them so com- 


aii that. scarce any thing. is 


more threatening to the welfare 
of. community. ,) To this single 
source may be Hated more ‘Ren 


half the enormilies which disturb | 


the peace of society. It was 
well said by the wise man, “Wine 
is a mocker; strong drink is 
raging.” When heated with in- 
toxicating liquors, there is no 
crime which men are not pre- 
pared to perpetrate. To this 
vice’ may be attributed a large 
share_of those miseries which 


distress the poor —Property is » 


wasted, character is lost, talents 
are prostituted, families are dis- 
tressed, pernicious sentiments 
are imbibed, and. both body and 
soul are plunged into hell. The 
evils proceeding from this one 
vice, to individuals, to familles, 
and to society, are numerous and 
incalculable.- Every reflecting 
person sees these things, and 
sighs to see some standard lifted 
against them. QOn-all hands it is 
admitted, as we proposed to show, 

lJ. That a reformation is ne- 
eessary. The blessings of civil 
life are at stake. A republican 
government cannot exist without 
virtue. By no foe,. either for- 
eign or domestic, are we so 
much exposed as a nation, as to 
this growing licentiousness. It 
is breaking, down that spirit of 
bold and innocent’ enterprise 
which-has so long characterised 
Americans. Ignorance also, is 
a necessary and common concom- 
itant of vice. Men whose pas- 
sions are indulged’and whose ap- 
petites are gratified, are not the 
men to seek, or to promote polite 
and ornamental Jearning. Let 
these vices predominate, and go- 
vernment, science and. social 
heppiness, must all go down to- 





% 











196 Rev. Mr. Clark’s Sermon. [Marcy 


gether. Nor are men of such 
habits susceptible of charitable 
feelings. Those _ institutions 
whose object is to meliorate the 
condition of the afflicted and in- 
digent, must sink among the rest. 
But religious institutions are pre- 
eminently exposed. Will drunk- 
ards, profane swearers, or Sab- 
bath breakers, build up society? 
It cannot even be expected.— 
Light offends them ; and this, if 
possible, they will extinguish. 
“ They love darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds are 
evil. And he that doeth evil 
hateth the light, neither cometh 
to the light, lest his deeds should 
he reproved.” These vices bear 
a deadly hostility to the gospel, 
and just inthe same proportion 
in which they are suffered to 
predominate, this must be de- 
pressed. Their aim and tenden- 
cy isto extinguish the church, 
and reduce mankind to a state of 
the most abject barbarism. 

But there is yet another thing 
in this place which deserves still 
more to be insisted on. Divine 
judgments must be inflicted on a 
people for such heaven-daring 
wickedness. “ Shall not I visit 
for these things, saith the Lord ; 
and shall not my soul be avenged 
on such a nation as this?’” Our 
privileges as a people are im- 
mense. We have been distin- 
guished beyond almost every oth- 
er nation, with the out-pourings 
of the Spirit, and the blood- 
bought blessings of the gospel. 
Whether we prize them or not, 
God puts an infinite value upon 
these things. His own honour 
and glory are concerned, and he 
will not suffer them to be trodden 
down with impunity. Shall we 
suppose that tke Divine feelings 


are altered in. respect to sin? 
Sinners of the old world were 
destroyed by ‘a deluge. Sodom 
and Gomorrah, and all the old 


_ inhabitants of Canaan, were de- 
‘voted toexterminating judgments 


for their sins ; and the Jews them- 
selves, for this cause, are suffer- 
ing under the awful discipline of 
God. And what is still more fa- 
miliar to us, God is now dealing 
with us as a nation for our sins. 
He must and will bear testimony 
against them ; and without a re- 
formation, we may expect judg- 
ments still more awfully tremen- 
dous. Taking all these things 
into view, my brethren, you must 
see that a reformation is necessa- 
But I am 

ITI. To show you that a refor- 
mation is practicable. We have 
not yet gone so far down the tor. 
rent of corruption, but that we 
may, with the help of God, re- 
trace our steps. The tide of 
vice has not yet risen so high, 
nor its current become so strong,| 
but that it may be successfully 
resisted. Virtuous men still 
love virtue, and even vicious men 
revere and respect it. There is 
something in every man’s breast, 
which, in a sober moment, will 
prompt him to pronounce its eu: 
logium, and to advocate its cause. 
Besides, there is a wide spread: 
ing and deep conviction, that ¢ 
reformation is necessary. There 
has been a general alarm give! 
to the friends of virtue of every 
name, by the shocking licentious: 
ness of the day. Something, they 
all say, something must be done. 
These feelings have  spreat 
through the country like an elec: 










tric shock, and every man 4 
correct sentiments is found pre 
pared for action. To say at suc 
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a time, that a reformation cannot 
be effected, is a libel upon public 
feeling. <A refofmation of »pub- 
lic morals has begun all around 
us, and we have only to yicld to 
the impulse which has been al- 
ready given. If the thing were 
here in its incipient state ; if a 
few insolated individuals were 


pushing this thing in the face of 


all those obstacles which depravi- 
ty presents, we should then say 
that the thing was impossible. 
But this is not the case. Other 
men have laboured, and we have 
only to enter into their labours. 
But admit for a moment that 
a reformation cannot be effected ; 
that we have become so addicted 
to vice that we cannot forsake it. 
Men on all sides of us have taken 
the alarm, and are retracing their 
steps. But as for us, our case 
is incarable ; our moral charac- 
ter has become desperate, and no 
remedy canbe applied! Are we 
prepared to admit these conclu- 
sions and lie rolling in our filth, 
while others all around us are 
rising into rectitude, respectabil- 
ity and honour? Shall even “ the 
Ethiopian change his skin, and 
the leopard his spots,” and we 
who “are accustomed to do evil 
not learn to do well?” We are 
not, my brethren, so debased. 
Admit that vice has held her em- 
pire long among us ; that habits 
are stubborn things to contend 


with ; still, we must know that © 


men are not in general so in- 
volved. There are thousands yet 
who have not bowed to the image 
of Baal. These, to a man, will 
awake at the. watch-word of re- 
formation ; and although miracles 
of grace may not be wrought to 
regenerate so many hearts at 
once, yet a conviction of the pu- 


rity and importance of the cause, 
will compel men to ‘support it. 
There is no man who would not 
wish to be considered virtuous. 
This question will draw the line. 
All lovers of virtue will be on her 
side. The conscience of every 
man will whisper applause, and 
even heaven will behold it with 
a smile of approbation. Do you 
not therefore think, my brethren, 
that a reformation is practicable ! 
Suffer me now, 

IV. To suggest a way in 
which the thing may be effected. 
The friends of virtue must unize. 
Each one must begin with him- 
self—must * break off from his 
sins by righteousness, and his in- 
iquities by turning unto God.”— 
Let every man who venerates the 
scriptures as the revealed will of 
God, take up and read that sa- 
cred book. Let him view and feel 
the obligations which, as an ac- 
countable being, he owes to his 
God. Let parents and heads of 
families make an estimate of 
souls. committed to their care.— 
Where is the parent who- can 
single out a child, and consent 
that it should be’ delivered up to 
be tortured and murdered by a 
savage? Is sin a more harmless 
foe ? Does not the apostle say, 
* Sia when it is finished bringeth 
forth death?” Will a _ parent 
then suffer his children to be cor- 
rupted, deceived, ruined and lost 
by it? Parental affections forbid 
it, and parental authority will be 
interposed to prevent it. But no 
man confines his benevolent feel- 
ings to his own family. He has 
other friends who are dear to 
him, and over whom he has some 
degree of influence. This must 
be directed to rescue his rela- 
tives from cestruction. Does he 
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see them exposed to transgress, 
he must interpose, and like a 
friend must point out to them 
their danger. He must do the 
same to his neighbours, and to 
all as far as his influence extends. 
Magistrates must look at» the 
Jaws of the land which are trod- 
den under foot ; and every patri- 
ot must feel for the interest of 
his country. Nothing is wanted but 
union in this thing, and men must 
be united to support the laws and 
put a stop to the progress of vice. 
Each man who comes to the 
standard when it is once lifted, 
will strengthen the cause of vir- 
tue and weaken that of vice. 
Every man must be Interested, 
and not be afraid to be faithful. 
But mild means are the_ best. 
Men in general can be reasoned 
with, and gained by arguments, 
when they cannot be compelled. 
No person ought to-be exposed 
to the pain and shame of a legal 
prosecution, until every milder 
method has proved unsuccessful. 

lt must still further be obser- 
ved, that the work of reformation 
must be commenced and carried 
on in the fear of God, and with a 
pure regard to his glory. Every 
heart should be lifted to him in 
prayer for direction in the path 
of duty, for wisdom in choosing 
the iost proper means, and for 
his blessing on those means to 
render them successful. Work 
thus undertaken, and thus con- 
ducted, and especially when men 
are called to it by the plain com- 
mands of God, must and will be 
followed by a blessing.* 


* In several places where Moral 
Sec.elaes have heen established, the 
Spirit OF God has been poured ont, 
and very considerable awakenings 
have followed. 


It yet remains, as the last thing 
proposed from our text, in the 

Vi Place, To present some 
motives to excite you in your at- 
tempts to commence this work. 
These are chiefly suggested by 
the text. “ Brethren, if any of 
you do err from the truth, and 
one convert him, let him know, 
that he which converteth a sinner 
from the error of his way, shall 
save a soul from death, and shail 
hide a multitude of sins.” To 
convert men, is to turn them 
about—to persuade them to aban- 
den one course and take another. 
In the first and best sense of this 
term, it isa work which belongs 
exclusively to God. But conver- 
sion has a subordinate reference 
to achange produced in a man’s 
outward and moral conduct. In 
this sense, both good and bad 
men may be converted ; and, as 
far as the change is considered as 
external, men may be made the 
instruments. “ Let him know,” 
therefore, says the apostle in the 
text, “ that he whieh converteth 
a sinner from the error of his 
way, shall save a soul from death, 
and shall hide a multitude of 
sins.” Here, then, Is a work. 
which God puts into our hands ;. 
and the motives to faithfulness 
are the strongest imaginable — 
“ Shall save a soul from death, 
and hide a multitude of sins !” 
How precious is the soul! and 
how dreadful are the consequen- 
ces of sin! What should we not 
be willing to do to save one soul 
from death ? But instead of one, 
we may be instrumental of saving 
a multitude of souls, and those 
too the souls of children and dear- 
est earthly relatives. The foes 
we are now contending with, are 
aiming at the destruction” ef 
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their souls. In this torrent of 
licentiousness, if its progress is 
not arrested, thousands of souls 
must be lost. 

Let me now place before you 
the drunkard, the profane wretch 
and the Sabbath breaker, and ask 
those of you who are parents 
how the sight. must affect you 
supposing him to be one of your 
own children ?. The case is not 
a mere supposed one. If the 
progress of vice be not arrested, 
you will find this a painful reality. 

tow call. up to your imagination 
the whole host of these abandon- 
ed creatures—a pitiable, heart- 
appaling spectacle! Yet these 
were once as virtuous as the chil- 
dren of our love ; but they have 
been corrupted by bad examples, 
and are now the tame. prey of 
their own lusts. These charac- 
ters were formed in times more 
favourable than. the present. 
What then are the prospects of 
the rising generation? If you 
fear God, if you respect the laws, 
or even love your children, I in- 
treat you to be faithful. 

But. some may say, that it is 
fruitless to make the attempt, 
for habits of vice when once form- 
ed cannot be counteracted.. The 
observation is indeed too true ; 
but suppose these are all given 
up as incurable, (which God grant 
may not be the case,) still there 
are thousands who are now only 
approximating to these habits. 
‘These may now, by your means, 
be prevented. lf you fail to re- 
claim others, you may yet save 
these from destruction. The 
most that we can hope for from 
these efforts, is to rescue those 
whose habits of vice are now in 
an incipient state. But we are 
not s@ soon to abandon the idea 


that some will be reclaimed who. 
have been long addicted to vice.. 
The thing is not only possible,, 


but to the highest degree proba- 
ble. Many a “ prodigal” has re- 
turned, and some have been res- 
cued from the very jaws of death. 

Others there are who have 
fears that such attempts to re- 
form the vicious will increase 
litigation. But it has already 
beef intimated, that the law is 
to be the last alternative. In 
most cases, it is confidently hoped 


that mild measures will prove 


successful. Yet should the paia- 
ful necessity occur, can any sub- 
stantial reason be assigned. why 
the most wholesome laws should 
not be put in force? Men in 
general are willing, when they 
cannot succeed without, to col- 
lect their honest debts by law :-— 


Shall the peace of society be dis-. 


turbed, and the characters and 
even the souls of thousands be put 
in jeopardy with impunity, be- 
cause men are teo depraved to be 
reasoned with? Why, we ask, 
were the laws enacted, if they 
are not to be enforced? If they 
are not good, abolish them at 
once ; but if they are good they 
ought to be respected. The laws 
were made for the lawless and 
disobedient—and surely the mon- 
ster vice is not too sacred to be 
subjected to the penalties of law. 
The objection, therefore, carries 
with it its own refutation. But 
in a work of this kind, difficulties 
must be expected. The enemy 
will not abandon his intrench- 
ments without making some vio- 
lent and desperate struggles, to 
retain them. “ We wrestle fot 
with flesh and blood, but against 
principalities and powers; against 
the rulers of the darkness of this 
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world ; against spiritual wicked- 
ness in high places.” “ Put ye 
on, therefore, the whole armour 
of God.” If you put your trust 
in God, these difficulties, many 
and great as they are, will all 
vanish before you. Your cause 
is good, and thousands and tens 
of thousands are already onyyour 
side. The appeal is made to ev- 
ery virtuous and generous prin- 
ciple of your hearts. Never had 
benevolence such unbounded 
scope. The object is immense ; 
the work is right before you, and 
the fruit, while God must have 
tse glory, isallyourown. Think 
of the incalculable worth of those 
souls whose immediate benefit 
you have in view. God may now 
be placing in your hands the eter- 
nal destinies of thousands. You 
cannot want a stronger motive to 
activity and fanhfuiness than is 
presented in our text. “ Let each 
one know, therefore, that he who 
converteth a sinner from the er- 
ror of his way, shall save a soul 
from death, and shall hide a 
multitude of sins.” 


a.) te 


To the Editors of the Columbia Mag- 
azine. 
GENTLEMEN,—!f you thinkthe 
following essay calculated for use- 
fulness among the younger class 
of your readers, you have the 
writer’s permission to insert it 
m your Magazine. Mrxros. 


ESSAY ON AMUSEMENTS. 


On this subiect, various opin- 
ions have been entertained by 
professing christians. Some have 
maintained, that amusements ev- 
identiy calculated to. corrupt the 


minds and morals ef youth are 
justifiable ; and have given the 
mild epithet, innocent, to those 
that are highly criminal. Others 
have rushed into the opposite éx- 
treme and passed a sentence of 
reprobation on all amusements, 
not even sparing those, which 
have a direct tendency to invifo- 
rate and prepare us for the dis- 
charge of duty. It is no Hercu- 
lean task to show that both these 
opinions are erroneous. 

' To justify amusements indis- 
criminately, is followed by effects 
pernicious both to individuals and 
Society. It is to fui those unha!l- 
lowed fires in the youthful breast, 
which ought to be quenched. It 
is to cultivate plants, producing 
wormwood and gall, which ought 
to be eradicated from the heart. 
An eager pursuit of amusements 
injudiciously chosen, leads to dis- 
sipation and ruin. It destroys all 
relish for industry, and the sober 
duties of life. How unsuitable 
such a course, for beings on trial 
for eternity! A life thus spent 
will prove a pointed spear, which 
will pierce the bosoms of the 
dying, and point them to regions 
of interminable woe. 

Those who have condemned 
indiscriminately all amusements, 
have rusked into the opposite 
extreme, and given palpable 
proofs of their ignorance of hu- 
man nature. The faculties of 
our minds and members of our 
bodies are not strung with immor- 
tal vigour. Neither of them will 
bear continual exertion without 
weariness. A bow, contually 
bent, loses its elasticity and be- 
comes unfit for use. The mind 
must sometimes be relaxed, and 
the body recreated, or both will 
become unfit for the discharge of 
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duty. The opifiion, therefore, 
maintained by some, that all 
amusements are unlawful, is ob- 
viously erroneous. . 

Since some amusements may 
be necessary at certain times, and 
all are not lawful, it becomes a 
question of moment, by what 
rule should our actions be regu- 
Jated in the seasons of recess 
from study and business? The 
remainder of this essay shall be 
an answer to the inquiry. 

It may here be remarked, that 
the scriptures furnish but one 
rule for the regulation of our con- 
duct in duties the most serious, 
and actions the most trivial. The 
apostle, in writing to the Corin- 
thians, gives the following direc- 
tion, which is a short summary 
of all that the law and gospel re- 
quire. “ Whether therefore,” 
says he, “ye eat or drink, or 
whatsoever ye do, do ail to the 
glory of God.” This rule is ex- 
plicit and binding in all the trans- 
actions of life. By it our actions 
should be regulated in our re- 


‘freshments, in the execution of 


business, in the domestic circle 
and in all our intercourse with 
the world, no less than in the 
highest act of devotion. When 
applied to the subject under con- 
sideration, its import seems to be 
this, That we choose such amuse- 
ments as are best calculated to fit 
us for the discharge of duty, and 
suspend them as soon as this end 
is attained. The most consci- 
entious observance of this rule, 
will not lead all persons to choose 
the same recreations. A recre- 
ation in which one may innocent- 
ly engage, would be highly crim- 
inal in another. Some may sup- 


- pose certain relaxations from 


study or business well calculated 
Vou I. No. 7. 


to prepare them to reengage in 
either. Others may entertain 
differént opinions, and choose to’ 
recreate themselves in some oth- 
erway. Both may act from the 
same motives, and seek to attain 
the same object. This subject 
is momentous, and merits a par- 
ticular discussion. The manner 
in which we spend our leisure 
hours will give complexion ‘to 
ourcharacters through eternity. 
We proceed to a particular ex- 
planation of the rule by which 
we are to regulate our choice of 
amusements. 

The rule implies, that we 
choose such recreations as leave 
the mind prepared, not only for 
the sober employments of life, 
but for the more serious duties 
of the sanctuary and the closet. 
Any engagement that leaves the 
mind in a frame unsuited for the 
service of God, the rule we are 
considering strictly prohibits— 
To serve and glorify him, is the 
highest end of our being. It is 
a criminal perversion of the no- 
ble faculties with which he has 
endowed us, to employ them in 
a way calculated to unft us for 
the discharge of commanded du- 
ties. If we do not eat and drink, 
and pursue our pleasures, in sub- 
serviency to the divine glory, we 
violate the rule given for the 
regulation of our conduct, and 
incur the displeasure of the’ Most 
High. 

The rule requires us to engage 
in no amusements, in which’ we 
are unwilling to have the eye of 
God upon us. ‘The omnipres- 
ence and omniscience of the De- 
ity are acknowledged by all, who 
believe in his existence ; but the 
acknowledgment is more fre- 
quently the cold assent of the un- 
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derstanding, than a ‘settled con- 
victionof the heart. The thoughts 
of our hearts naturally run in this 
black channel. “ How doth God 
know ? and is there knowledge 
in the Most High ?” Since we 
are liable not only to forget the 
omnipresence of Jehovah, but 
even to question it, when we are 
about to recreate ourselves we 
should ask our hearts such ques- 
tions as these: Do I feel willing 
that God should see me thus em- 


ployed? Were it possible for ° 


me to conceal this act from him, 
should I choose to doit? Does 
the thought of his omnipresence 
give me pain or pleasure? A 
true answer to these questions 
will enable us to determine 
whether our proposed amuse- 
ment be justifiable or disapprov- 
ed in the sight of that Being with 
whom we have to do, and at 
whose tribunal we are soon to be 
judged. 

The rule also prohibits us to 
engage in any amusement upon 
which we cannot supplicate the 
divine blessing. No one feels 
that there would be any impro- 
ptiety in looking to God for a 
blessing In the performance of a 
commanded duty. If what has 
been said be correct, amusements 
are lawful only when we need 
relaxation, or when there is a 
strong probability that we shall 
thereby be invigorated and pre- 
pared for duty. If this be our 
object in recreating ourselves, 
we need no more fear to ask the 
presence and blessing of the most 
High in it, than in obeying a 
known command. If we would 
actin such a manner as to gain 
the approbation of our own con- 
sciences, and the final plaudit of 
our Judge, when we are about to 


recreate ourselves we must in- 
quire, Can I ask the presence of 
my Saviour in this employment? 
Will he be pleased to see me 
spend my time thus! Is it a 
place in which J may hope for his 
presence, and the smiles of his 
countenance ? If we cannot an- 
swer these questions in the af- 
firmative, we are walking onfor- 
bidden ground, and ought imme- 
diately to retrace our steps. 

The rule also requires us to 
abstain from every amusement, 
the recollection of which would 
give us pain in a dyi ing hour, or 
at the Redeemer’s bar. No in- 
dividual was ever known to la- 
ment, when dying, that he had 
been too faithful in the discharge 
of his duty. Now if we make 
our amusements the inceptive 
step to duty, we shall never have 
occasion to regret that we en- 
gaged in them. If at any time 
we have doubts about the lawful- 
ness ef an amusement, we should 
solemnly interrogate our own 
hearts in the following manner : 
Wher I stand on the utmost 
verge of time, and am about to 
launch into the boundless ocean 
of eternity, will the recollection 
of this employment give me the 
least particle of pleasure? When 
the world is receding from my 
sight, and my weeping friends 
wait for the last breath to escape 
from my lips, will the thought 
of this action of my life make 
soft my dying pillow, or plant. it 
with thorns? When I stand at 
the tribunal of my Judge, wait- 
ing to hear him pronounce a sen- 
tence, the execution of which 
will raise me toa seat at his right 
hand, or consign me to unquench- 
able fire, can I reflect on the 
manner in which J am to spend 
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these hours with composure? If 
‘we cannot answer these questions 
in the affirmative, we ought to 
stop short, and take a course 
which will not give us pain in the 
review. : : 

The last thing implied in the 
rule, which we shall now notice, 
respects the time that may law- 
fully be spent in amusements. 
Our motive in recreating our- 
selves should be to prepare us 
for future duties ; we should, 
thereforey;spend no more time 
in amusements, than is necessa- 
ry for that purpose. The writer 
Is sensible this argument will 
have little weight with those 
children of vanity who never 
consider the end for which they 
were sent intothe world. But it 
will have great weight in the 
minds of those who consider that 
life is short, and that consequen- 
ces eventful as eternity depend 
upon the manner in which it is 
spent. How short is our time, 
for the much we have to do! 
And is it the part of rational and 
accountable being: to abridge the 
short term allotted for duty, by 
prolonging our amusements, and 
thereby exhausting our strength 
and spirits so as to disqualify us 
for the discharge of it, when the 
season arrives. Recreations, how- 
ever innocent in themselves con- 
sidered, when pursued after the 
mind and body are sufficiently re- 
laxed, become criminal. ‘hey 
then endanger our healths, and 
pave the road to ruin for our 
souls. 

Sufficient has now been said in 
explanation of the rule in con- 
formity to which our choice of 
amusements should be made, and 
by which the continuance of them 
should be regulated. If the rule 


we have been considering were 
strictly observed, most of the 
prevailing amusements would be 
banished from the world. It is 
presumed we should no more 
hear of the baleful amusements 
of gambling, -horse-racing and 
theatrical representations, which, 
to say the best of them, rob youth 
of a great proportion of their 
precious time. Nor does the 
writer think, that by this rule, 
the more refined and less perni- 
cious amusement of dancing can 
be justified. From the advocates 
of dancing assemblies, answers 
to the following serious questions 
are requested. Did you ever 
enter the ball-room with an 
expectation of having your minds 
left ina suitable frame for the 
worship of God? Are you wil- 
ling He should be the spectator 
of your conduct during the con- 
tinuance of the assembly? Did 
you ever ask His protection and 
presence in this amusement ? 
When moving at the sound of the 
viol, and surrounded with the 
gaiety and hilarity of the assem- 
bly, can you indulge the thought 
of death and: judgment without 
painful sensations of mind? Did 
you ever engage in this amuse- 
ment, hoping thereby to be ¥ 
freshed and prepared for fattre 
necessary engagements ?’ When 
you retire from the assembly, are 
you in a suitable frame of mind 
to visit the house of affliction, to 
minister to the wants of your 
suffering fellow-creatures, and 
wipe the falling tear from the 
cheek of the disconsolate mourn- 
er? If you can answer these 
questions in the aflirmative, go 
recreate yourselves; and the 
blessing of God go with you 
That you may the more effectu» 
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ally.secure his favour, before you 


-go be intreated to present to him 


the following petitions. 

Blessed God, author of my 
life and all its blessings, I hum- 
bly and devoutly ask thy presence 
in my anticipated engagement. 
I acknowledge I possess a natural 
aptitude of heart to forget thee, 
and therefore I beseech thee dur- 
ing the assembly to grant mea 
lively recollectien of thy kind- 
nesses, and my increasing obli- 
gations to be grateful. Grant me 
a realizing sense of the shortness 
of life, and the necessity of doing 
whatsoever my hands find to do 


‘with my might, remembering 


that there is no device, nor know- 
ledge, nor wisdom in the grave, 
whither Iam going. Enable me 


to subordinate this amusement to 
thy glory. Let not the gaiety of 


the assembly make me unmind- 


904 On a Willingness to b¢ Damned. [Manrce 


ful of death and the solemn retri- 
butions of eternity. ‘ Lead me 
not into temptation, but deliver 
me from evil; for thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the 


‘glory, for ever. Amen.” 


Some will probably say this 
rule is too precise, and imposes 
unreasonable restraints. ‘To this 
we reply, that God, who is the 
spectator of our conduct, requires 
us to pursue every thing in sub- 
serviency to his glory. If we 
make our own pleasures the su- 
preme object of pursuit, he will 
mark our selfishness and show us 
that he is jealous for the honour 
of his name. The rule requires 
us to do no more than this; to 
act that part now which we shall 
approve at the judgment, and 
avoid that which we shall then 
condemn. 


>>> 





MISCELLANEOUS, 
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ON A WILLINGNESS TO BE DAM- 
NED. 


From the Vermont Adviser. 


Messrs. Eprrors, 

__As your excellent Magazine per- 
mits a candid discussion of evangelical 
doctrines, the following thoughts are 
presented, if you judge it proper, for 
insertion, by A Reaper. 


“ To be willing if it were God’s 
will, to be a vessel of wrath is ne- 
cessartly involved in that holiness, 


without which no man shall sce the 
Lord.” 


TE place which the above sen- 
timent, at this day, occupies in 
casuistry and-in doctrinal discus- 
aions, indicates the importance of 


examining its correctness. That 
holiness implies a submission to 
God, is a position, which no dis- 
ciple of the Saviour denies ; that 
it involves all that is expressed in 
the above quotation, many, who 
sincerely love the Redeemer, will 
hesitate to avow. It is true, the 
sentiment as there expressed is 
hypothetical, and supposing that 
God reveals his will, in this form, 
to any of the subjects of his grace 
asa rule of action, it would in- 
deed be rebellion to say nay. But 
the great question is, Does God 
give us any such revelation of his 
fileasure, as the standard of our 
exercises? This ought first to 
be firmly settled ;~~for, if he does 
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not, insisting upon the hypothe- 
sis, while it can do no good, may 
do much harm. Let-it be exam- 
ined for a moment. 

A. willingness to be damned, 
under any consideration, if a holy 
exercise, must be in obedience 
to some law of Jehovah, made 
known tg us as the rule of our 
obedience. But where shall we 
find the record of any such indi- 
cation of the Divine pleasure ?— 
That his pleasure is to damn, for 
his sin, the finally impenitent, is 
indeed an awful truth ; but atruth 
which has no bearing on the sub- 


ject before us. 


Such a requisition is not indi- 
cated in the constitution which 
God has givento man. The idea 
both of sin and pain, was revolting 
to upright Adam. Possessing ex- 
istence, we desire happiness, and 
shrink from misery, [ear is an 
original principle of the human 
mind, intended as a guard against 
misery, and sin its procuring 
cause. [ear, influenced by faith, 


is still a holy exercise, which God 


approves. Fear ofsuffering anda 
willingness to suffer, does not ap- 
pear to be duties which can con- 
sistently be demanded of the same 
subject and under the same cir- 
cumstances. To approve of fear 
urging to flee from wrath, and of 
a willingness to be a vessel of 


wrath, as it respects the same per- 


son, at the same time, and under 
the same circumstances, is some- 
thing very much resembling an 
approbation of contradictions. 

In proportion as any exercise is 
holy, it will correspond with the 
®evealed will of God; the pub- 
lished decree of heaven is, that 
the subject of holiness shall be 
(saved ; would it not then at Jeast 
appear at variance with this, for a 


holy soul to be willing toybe, what 
God has declared it shall never 
be ? 

By the constitution of Ged’s 
moral empire, suffering and guilt 
are necessarily connected ; fora 
man to will bis misery, involves 
the volition whereby he chooses 
guilt,which in application to man, 


implies a choice of sin. But 


where is the man that before the 
searcher of hearts, the God. of 
purity, dare say, that God demands 
of him, asa duty, an opposition to 
holiness? Such a thought is so 
far opposed to all the moral sen- 
sibilities of man, that from it the 
mind revolts with horror. Con- 
tinued misery is the companion of 
continued enmity against God.— 


As God requires of no moral be- 


ing a continuance in sin as a part 
of moral obedience, neither does 
he demand of any a consent to 
continue in wretchedness as a part 
of holiness. It is made our duty 
to flee from evil, to apply the 
balm of Gilead that our maladies 
may be healed ; in one word, it is 
our duty “to flee from the wrath 
to come.”’ 

That we should do so is im- 
parted to us by the whole econo- 
my under which we are placed ; 
“ The wrath of God is revealed 
from heaven against all tngodli- 
ness of men’’——* Knowing the ter- 
rors of the Lord we persuade 
men,” not to be willing to be ves- 
sels of wrath ; but to take hold on 
eternal life. The great business 
of the law, as exhibited in the bi- 
ble and by the ministers of reli- 
gion, is to drive sinners to Jesus 
Christ. Thus it is a schoolmas- 
ter, not to induce to a willingness 
to stand at a distance from him, 
but “ to bring us to Christ that 
in him we might be sayed. Hence, 
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under the gospel economy, the 
great work prescribed by God in 
his law, is, to believe in the name 
of Him whom he hath sent, John 
v.29. Foreceive Jesus as a pro- 
pitiation for sin, is the indisputa- 
ble duty of every gospel hearer, 
and God has indisputably declar- 
ed that such shall be saved, and 
why may not.an indisputable wil- 
lingness to be saved, according to 
the principles of the economy of 
salvation, be an essential charac- 
teristic of holiness, rather than a 
willingness, however explained, 
to be a vessel of wrath? All hy- 
pothetical reasoning is beside the 
point on either of the sides. The 
decision must rest upon whatGad, 
in his word, demands of us as our 
duty. Is this under any consid- 
eration, to be willing to be dam- 
ned! Oris it not rather, to be 
willing and desirous to be heirs of 
life, according to the system of 
grace? “ He hath made with 
me an everlasting covenant—this 
is all my salvation and all my de- 
sire,’ was the language of one, 
while exercising the deepest sub- 
mission to God’s sovereign dis- 
posal. 


The sentiment upon which I 
now animadvert, involves a prin- 
ciple, of which, I apprehend, the 
pious ard acute advocates of it 
are not aware ; that is, that a ho- 
ly intercourse between God and 
the soul may be maintained, with- 
eut employing Jesus as the medi- 
um of that intetcourse. An ac- 
curate investigation of this subject 
in the spirit of candour, is of im- 
portance. Should you, gentle- 
men, or some of your correspon- 
dents cast further light upon it, 
you will much oblige 


A CALVINIST. 


To the Editors of the Columbia Mag- 
azine. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I send you a solution of St. Paul’s 
wish in Rom. ix. 3, as explained by 
Dr. Waterland. I extracted it from 
an English work printed in 1762. [If 
you think it worthy of a place in 
your valuable Magazine, please to 
insert it. We Bes. 


Sr. Paut having, in the fore- 
going chapters, taught some doc- 
trines which he knew would be 
extremely offensive to the Jews, 
thought it the more necessary to 


profess how warm an affection he’ 


had for them all the while, in or- 
der to convince them, that his 
telling them unwelcome truths 
proceeded not from any aversion 
or resentment he bore towards 
them, but from the love and ten- 
derness he had for them, as well 
as from a just regard to the hon- 
our of Almighty God. In the 
words therefore of Rom. ix. 3, 
he expresses his sincere and 
great affection for them, declar- 
ing how much he was concerned 
at the spirit of slumber fallen up- 
on them, and how contentedly he 
could suffer any thing, (which 
could be reasonable for him to 
suffer,) if he might but be any 
way instrumental in rescuing 
them from the sad circumstances. 
they were in, and might procure 
for them pardon and salvation. 
I could wish that I myself were 
accursed from Christ, for my 
brethren, &c. Very affectionate 
words, strong and pathetic, the 
language doubtless of a most 
generous love, and a most exalt- 
ed charity. 

But while we acknowledge the 
ardency of his affection, take we 
care to understand it in such a 
sense, that it may be rational too, 
that it may be worthy of a wise 
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and great man, yea of an apostle, 
and him conducted in what he 
wrote by the holy spirit of God. 
What then could he mean by 
wishing himself accursed from 
Christ? Is this a sober or a 
christian wish, as it sounds at 
first hearing, and as expressed in 
these broad terms? Some divines 
of the mystic way have thought 
it reasonable for a man to submit 
himself even to everlasting mise- 
ry to serve the ends of God’s glo- 
ry, and the general good of man- 
kind. But the thought is shock- 
ing, and the thing impracticable. 
No man can do it; nor is it ra- 
tional or pious to suppose either 
that God could admit so absurd a 
thing, or be pleased with a wish 
so wild and extravagant. 

The more judicious divines 
therefore, being sensible of this, 
while they have understood St. 
Paul’s words, of the curse ever- 
lasting, yet have had recourse to 
Jigure in the other parts, and call- 
ed it, upon the whole, a strong 
hypfrerbolical expression, such as 
ought not to be rigorously inter- 
preted up to the letter. 

But still there may be a third 
way thought on, better than ei- 
ther of the former ; which is to 
examine strictly into the original 
Greek, whether it may not justly 
bear a milder and less exception- 
able reading. It is observable, 
that the words which we render 
by accursed, often signify no more 
than being devoted to temporal 
death, or being made a sacrifice 
of : and the words which we ren- 
der from Christ, may signify a/- 
ter Christ——that is, after the ex- 
ample of Christ. Let the whole 
sentence then run thus: J eould 
be content, nay I should rejoice, 
to.be made a sacrifice myself after 


Christ, (or; as Christ has been 
before me) for my brethren, my 
kinsmen according to the flesh. 

The words in the original will 
signify after Christ, as well as the 
like phrase, elsewhere used by 
St. Paul, signifies after my fere- 
fathers, or as my forefathers 
have before me. I thank my 
God, whom I serve from my fore- 
fathers, or as they have done be- 
fore me. 2 Tim. i. 3. 

So then the true and the literal 
sense of the apostle in the text, 
is neither more nor less than this, 
that he wished to be devoted, even 
to death, for the eternal salvation 
of the Jews his brethren, in like 
manner as Christ, his high lead- 
er, had been devoted before him: 
For as he taught his doctrine, he 
was desirous: also to follow the 
example of his sufferings, as far 


as he might be capable of so do-- 


ing. : 


a eee 


For I could wish that myself were 
accursed from Christ for my 
brethren.—Rom. ix. 3. 


Tus noble language implies 
an ardent hunger and an _insatia- 
tiable thirst, which do not leave 
a man satisied though many 
thousands may believe. Sucha 
thirst labours and rests not, but 
leads us to say with David, I be- 
lieve, and therefore do I speak. 
He who feels such a thirst for the 
salvation of his brethren, has a 
certain evidence of a well ground- 
ed faith: but then nothing is more 
sure than that he must expect 
the gall and the vinegar ; that ts, 
calumny, disgrace and persecu- 
tion on account of this holy and 
impatient ardor. It cannot be 


otherwise. Where Christ is, 
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there must be Judas, Pilate, He- 
rod, Caiaphas, Annas ; there must 
be the Cross, or it is not the true’ 
Christ —Martin LutTuer. 


GREENE AND DELAWARE MORAL 
SOCIETY. 


At a meeting in Harpfersfield of 
gentlemen from most of the 
towns in the counties of Greene 
and Delaware, and from seve- 
ral filaces adjacent, fiursuant to 
public notice, to take into con- 
sideration the exfiediency of 
Sorming a Socicty for the pfrro- 
_ motion of Good Morals, : 


SamuEL A. Law, was chosen 
Chairman, and 
Orrin Day, Secretary. 


After an appropriate prayer, 
the following Address was de- 
fivered from the chair : 


GENTLEMEN; 

We are assembled to inquire 
into the expediency of forming a 
Moral Society, for the suppres- 
sion of vice and immorality. . It 
is a subject in which we are all 
interested, and happily forms an 
occasion, in which every good 
christian, of whatever sect, and 
every good citizen, of whatever 
party, may meet, consult, and act 
together as brethren. We are 
‘all bound to encourage virtue, 
and discourage vice. 

To adduce proofs, that vices 
and gross immoralities prevail 
among us, would be to insult your 
understandings. It would be like 
looking for proofs of light in the 
blaze of noon-day. Intemperance, 
profanity, sabbath breaking, and 
other breaches of the laws of God 
and man, pass before us weekly 
and daily. To deny them would 


be to disbelieve our own eyes and 
euza.* oie 

' A very important question pro- 
poses itself to us, shall we sit 
still, and merely look on and do 
nothing ? Men, desperately de- 
praved, who unblushmgly set de- 
cency at defiance, may exult at 
the vices of their fellows, but 
there is not among them so in- 
consistent a character as the mors 
alist, who does nothing more than 
wish, or the christian, who does 
nothing more than pray, for bet- 
ter things. ’ 

Something must be done. But 
what shall be done ? 

- In the first place, every man 
must reform himself. This done, 
the work itself would be done; 
the public would be reformed 4 
the end aimed at, attained. But 
especially, must every man, who 
proposes to be a reformer of oth- 
ers, reform himself. What! 
«“ Thou that preachest -a man 
should not steal, dost thou steal ?” 

In the second place, every man 
must bear his testimony against 
vice and immorality. By ail 
moral means, he should endeavor 
to persuade his fellow men to do 
well, and dissuade them from 
doing ill; be should counsel, ad- 
vise, and even intreat them te 
practice virtue and avoid’ vice ; 
and he should enforce all his good 
precepts by his own good exam- 
ple. 

Now the difficulty of discharg- 
ing these obvious duties, to the 
best advantage, individually arid 
singly, lays the foundation for ex- 
pediency of associations or socie- 
ties to aid in their performance. 
Were any individual, ‘in a single 
capacity, to take it upon him to 
pursue all those steps of duty 
which reason dictates to suppress 
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prevailing vices and abounding 
immoralities, he would be stig- 
matized for arrogance, and bring 
odium upon himself, without 
gaining the object sought. And 
hence we may deduce the expe- 
diency of societies capable of 
embodying an aggregate influ- 
ence, and bringing it into suc- 
cessful action, in the suppression 
of such vices and immoralities. 
In many instances, unquestiona- 
bly, such societies have done 
much good.. And perhaps, a 
general or parent society, with 
appendant branch or town socie- 
ties in Greene and Delaware, may 
be extensively useful. But if 
such societies should be formed, 
they must in the first place, 
evince themselves a living spirit, 
and not a dead letter. They must 
act. Now one danger is, they 
will embody numbers, make a 
noise awhile, and then die away, 
Were such. to be the issue, bet- 
ter would it have been never to 
have made a beginning. 

In the second place, if formed, 
they must not only act ; but they 
must act discreetly. Now an- 
other danger arises, that, if they 
act, they may act indiscreetly, 
and hurt the cause they aim 
to help. How many excellent 
enterprises have miscarried by 
indiscreet performances? So may 
itbe here. Well intending men 
may indiscreetly advise. Like 
men may, in like manner, exe- 
cute ; and consequences go awry 
for lack of discretion, as the per- 
petual directress. 

. If. we associate for the propos- 
ed end, we shall do well to re- 
nounce our ewn strength, and to 
say, God helping, we will do this 
or that.. We shall even need that 


real discretion, that true wisdom, 
NOL. I, No. Te 


which seek the best ends by the 
fittest means, in all our efforts, 
for the protection of the virtuous, 
and the reformation of the viciousé 


After which the following reso- 
lution was taken: 


Resolved unanimously, That 
this meeting form themselves 


into a Society by the name of 
“ The Greene and Delaware Saci- 


ety for the frromotion of Good 
Morals.’’ 


CONSTITUTION. 


The suppression of vice and the 
encouragement of virtue in a commu- 
nity, have ever formed an object. of 
high moment in the estimation of wise 
and good men. 

For the accomplishment of this ob- 
ject we have agreed to unite in an As- 
sociation, and to regulate our endea- 
vours according to the following 

Art. 1. This Association shall be 
called and Known by the name of 
‘‘ The Greene and Delaware Society 
for the promotion of Good Morals.”. 

Art. Il. The officers of this society 
shall be a President, three Vice-Presi- 
dents, a Prudential Committee of Se- 
ven, and a Recording Secretary, who 
shall also be Treasurer: The Pruden- 
tial Committee shall jointly and seve- 
rally be the Corresponding Committee 


_of the Society. All the Officers of 


the Society shall hold their offices for 
one year, and until others are chosen. 

Art. III. Any person of a fair 
moral character may be admitted a 
Member of this Society, either by the 
vote of the Society when sitting, or 
when not in session on application to 
either of the Presidents, or to either 
of the Prudential Committce of the 
Society, such officer approbating such 
applicant, and signifying in writing 
such approbation to the Recording 
Secretary—And any person herealter 
being a regular member of any branch 
society connected with the parent so- 
ciety, shall of course be a member of 
this society—and it shall be the duty 
of every branch society to send a spe- 
cial deputation of at least two of its 
members to the annual meeting of the 
parent society. 


Ce 
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_ Art. IV. There shall be an anniver- 

sary meeting of the Society on the 

| third Tuesday of Octobe’, at 2 o’clock 

in the afternoon, at such place as 
may be previously appointed. 

Art. V. Fifteen members present in 
any meéting regularly convened shall 
constitute a quorum to do business. 

i Art. Vi. The objects to which this 
' society shall direct their attention and 
tabours, are the suppression of pro- 
fanity, sabbath-breaking, the immod- 
erate use of intoxicating liquors, and 
other prevailmg tmmoraliiies. The 
temedies which they intend are exam- 
: ple, afectionate persuasion, admoni- 


t 
' 


| tion, and i in_ the extreme, legal coer- 

a cion. 

i ' Art. Viv And more fully to carry 
{ 


ito effect the objects of this Society, 
at shall be the duty of its members to 
exert their infuence in promoting the 
formation of Branch Societies, to be 
eonnectéd with this Society, ard to 
make report of their proceedings to 
this society at its annual meetings. 

‘ Art. VIII. It shall be the duty of 
‘the President to call special meetings 
\ of the Séciety whenever requested by 


- — 





the Prudential Committee. 


‘tee shall manage the concerns of the 
‘Society during the invterva's of its 
‘meetings; shall have power to apprc- 
‘priate its funds, and shall make repert 
of their doings to the society at their 

_annual meetings; three members of 
said committee shall constitute a quo- 
rum. 

Ait. X. If amy member shall, by 
his conduct, persevere in a spirit hos- 
tile to the expressed views of tie So- 
ciety, he shall be subject to expulsion 
by vote of the Society. 

Art. XT. At each annual meeting 
one public addiess at least shall be 
delivered before the Society by :ome 
person previously appointed; after 
which a public collection shall be 
made for promoting the objects of this 
Society. - 

Art. XII. This Constitution may be 
altered by the vote of two thirds of 
the Soc:ety ; on such alterations hav- 

ti ing been propored ata previous an- 
nual meeting. 
Officers four the ensuing year: 

Samuel A. Law, President— 


| | Danie] Sayre, Beriah Hotchkin, 


ERIS Dee et 





Art. UX. The Prudential Commit- - 
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Stephen Fenn, Vice-Presidents— 
Hiland Hill, Thomas 0’H. Cros- 
well, Abraham Van Dyke, Thos. 
B. Cooke, Simon Sayre, William 
Van Bergen, Orrin Day, Pru- 
dential Commitiee—Elisha Wise, 
Secretary and Treasurer. 


The folloriing outline is recom- 
mended as a form of a Consti- 
tution for the several Branch 
Societies : 


Art. I. The name of this Associa- 
tion shall be the Branch Soci- 
ety for promoting Good Morais. 

Art. {1. The Officers of this Society 
shall be a President, a Committee of 
seven persons, a Secretary and a 
Trearurer ; which officers shall con- 
stitute an Executive Committee who 
shall hold their effices for one year 
and until others are choren. 

Art. ITI. The Executive Committee 
shall meet once at jeast-in every three 
months ; to them shall belong the ap- 
propriating of the funds of the Sccie- 
ty ; the appointing extra meetings and 
of delegates to attend the annua! meet- 
ing o the parent society ; it shall also 
be their duty to attend to all. com- 
plaints which may be made to them 
fiom any member touching the ob- 
jects of this society. Three of said 
committee shall constitute a quorum 


‘for business. 


Art. IV. The objects to which this 
society shall direct their attention and 
labours, are the suppression of pro- 
fanity, sabbath-breaking, the immod- 
‘erate use cf intoxicating liquors, and 
other prevailing immora'iiies. The 
remedies which they intend are exam- 
ple, affectionate persuasion, admoni- 
tion, and in the extreme, legal coer- 
clon. | 

Art. V. Any person disposed to 
promote the objects of this society 
may become a member on apphieatien 
tothe Secretary and by signing the 


_ Constitution. 


Art. Vi. The society may dismiss 
any member whore conduct does not 
correspond with the design of this 
institution; and any member may 
withdiaw from the society by signify- 
ing in writing his wish to the secretary. 

Art. VIL, The society shall meci 


th 
foi 
co 
wi 
wi 
co 


co 
en 


sp 


tw 


ple 


wit 
me 
of 


tio 


dis 
the 
ver 
nes 
the 


ord 


ers 


sim 
rea 


ery 








ee 


Pp- 
le. 
nd 
et- 
iso 


mn 
yb- 
Lid 
ym 


his 
nd 
ro- 


ind 
he 


ymi- 
eI- 


to 


ion 
the 


Diss 
not 
this 
nay 
ify- 
ary. 
nect 


1815.] Greene and Delaware Moral Society. = OF 


annually on the day of at 
which meeting an address shall be de- 
liveced by some person designated by 


‘the Executive Committee; the Office rs 


shall be chosen; and a contribution 
mae for the benefit of the society. 
Art. VIIL. The society shal] make 
a report at the anniversary meeting 
of ‘* The Greene and Delaware Society 
for the promotion of Good Morals.’ 


To the Inhabitants of the Counties 
of Greene and Delaware, and 
their vicinilies.. 

: AN ADDRESS. 
BRETHREN AND FRIENDS), 

In. conformity to the consti- 
tution of the Moral Society, and 
the remarks introductory to its 
formation, we take the liberty to 
communicate a few thoughts, 
with which, we doubt not, you 
will most readily and cheerfully 
concur. 

The meeting at Harpersfield, 
considering the short notice giv- 
en in. the public prints, was re-. 
spectfuliy attended, by gentlemen 
from most of the towns in the 
two counties, and from several. 
places adjoining. 

On mature deliberation, tlie 
business having been first opened. 
with solemn prayer, the gentle-. 
men present were unanimously 
of opinion, that such an associa- 


tion, formed for the express pur- 


pose cf encouraging virtue and 
discouraging vice, must, under 
the smiles of Heaven, promise 
very great and- extensive useful- 
ness, and at the same time enlist 
the feelings and, secure the pat- 
ronage of every friend of social 
order. 

It is, brethrea, with the great- 
er confidence and the more pe- 
culiar satisfaction we address you, 
since our constitution, as you 
readily perceive, is free from ev- 
ery party consideration, recog- 


a 


nizes no political sect or religious 
persuasion, in preference to an- 
other. We discard, as altogether 
abhorrent to our views, whatever 
might be insinuated or construed 
to be of this description. 
Though spread over a consid- 
erable extent of territoty ; yet 
Closely allied by commercial in- 
tercouse, we are, in a high sense, 
citizens of the same neighbour- 
hood. We associate, therefore, 
as a band of brothers, for mutual 
benefit. Nor is it mere novelty 
to try the experiment ; this has 
been effectually done’ by our 
brethren both in Europe and in 
our own country, who, have led 
the way before us. They have 
passed the ordeal; and in every 
instance with astonishing success. 
And should our society go into 
eperation and prevail accordins 
to the hopes we indulge, salutary 
fruits will result, a new order of 
things ensue, which, while re- 
warding us a thousand fold for 
our labour, shall entail to poster- 
ity a legacy more precious than 
gold, for. which future genera- 


tions shall hold us in grateful re-. 


membrance. ' 

It is a maxim Jaid down by God 
himself, found as true by experi-. 
ence as in. theory, exemplified 
through time immemorial in the 
history of the world, * that virtue 
exalteth a nation, and that sin is 
a reproach to any people.” The 
Israelites by becoming corrupt, 
became wretched. When Greece 
and Rome abandoned their laws, 
they lost their glory. 

Vice and virtue, ia all commu- 
nities, produce effects diametric- 
ally opposite. While the former 
degrades man, the latter exalis 
him to his true dignity. This 
being admitted, to which we pre~ 
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.sume there will not be a dissent- 


ing voice, with what noble emu- 
lation should we rally at the stan- 
dard of virtuous order ; and with 
what keen-eyed vigilance should 
we stand as sentinels to guard 
against vice at every avenue, and 
at all points repel his attacks ? 


And is there not at this time an 


imperious duty imposed upon us, 
to act on the defensive? Are we 
not assailed by a host of immoral- 
ities, which, like swarms of ex- 
terminating robbers, threaten to 
lay waste our dearest inheritance, 
our moyals and our religion, a 
patrimony bequeathed us by the 
God of our fathers, which we are 
sacredly bound to hold inviolate, 
and without which life itself is 
not a blessing, but a curse ? 
Open your eyes, brethren, for 
we appeal to your senses, and do 
you not behold the Goliah of ini- 
quity stalking forth with mena- 
cing front, defying our ministers 
of justice, stabbing the very vitals 
of our civil and religious institu- 
tions, and eager, with sacrilegious 
hands to pollute our temples and 
our firesides, and if possible to 
render our situation more doleful 
than Golgotha, or even Tophet 
in the valley of Hinnom. And 
can we stand indifferent specta- 
tors, quietly and passively looking 
on, while our young men and 
youth, bone of our bone and flesh 
of our flesh, are drawn headiong 
into the iron grasp of the hideous 
monster, to be mangled, devour- 
ed and Jost for ever? No, we 
cannot endure the sight and hold 
our peace, We have been silent 
too long. Conscience condemns 
and chastises us for past delin- 
quency. For we have seen our 
fellow-creatures whose existence 
is as valuable as our own, charm- 


ed and intoxicated with vice, 


rushing precipitately towards the 


black gulph of perdition and ac- 
tually swallowed up in the awful 
vortex ; yet we did not-step be- 
tween them and death. We have 
seen the merciless enemy mow- 
ing down our columns by thou- 
sands ; yet we did not do what we 
could to save them. Already, 
alas ! too long we have stood aloof 
from the most urgent duty : too 
long through shameful pusillani- 
mity, we have said, “ a lion js in 
the way.” But in such a cause 
as this, shall we for a moment 
give place to timidity? Shall 
false modesty still hold us in the 
back ground, when the voice of 
God and of humanity calls aloud? 
Awake from your false slumber ; 
put on your armor; fill your 
ranks ; hasten to the warfare ; 
“ Be not overcome of evil, but 
overcome evil with good.” 

Do any ask why all this alarm? 
why so much apprehension? what 
evils are spreading such wide 
desolation ? We answer, it is no 
false alarm; no frightful vision 
of the night ; no spectre of a dis- 
ordered imagination : It is an af- 
fecting reality which swells our 
emotions. The holy Sabbath is 
profaned. Because of swearing 
theland mourns. Drunkenness has 
come up into our borders. These 
fatal sisters with a Aydra of con- 
comitants, are hard pressing us. 
The good man weeps. Society 
groans. 

Be assured, brethren, that the 
object of this address is not to 
usurp dominion over the rights 
of private judgment ; it is not to 
abridge liberty, or enchain the 
conscience ; it is not to arraign, 
accuse, condemn, and execute. 
God forbid that we should seek 
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an-influence prejudicial to.the 
best interests of any man. Our 
object is to raise society, to 
strengthen the bonds of the social 
compact, and thus by increasing 
the whole amount of virtue and 
felicity, in the aggregate, to pro- 
mote the respectability and hap- 
piness of each individual. That 
state of things which renders man 
most useful to man, is the point 
at which we aspire. This being 
the height of our ambition, we 
scruple not to believe that every 
man of reflection will subscribe 
to our constitution, and give us 
his whole weight of influence ; 

_. 1. Against violations of the ho- 
ly Sabbath. Was not the Sabbath 
the first institution of God? Af- 
ter he had finished the work of 
creation, did He not rest on the 
seventh day, and bless it, and 
sanctify it, by his own most holy 
example? In that law given at 
Sinaf, inscribed on stone by the 
finger of God, to be perpetually 
binding throughout all genera- 
tions, is it not expressly enjoined, 
«“ Remember the Sabbath day and 
keep it holy?” Though the Sab- 
bath underwent a change at the 
resurrection of Christ, from the 
seventh to the first day of the 
week, yet it has never undergone 
arepeal. The circumstance of 
its incorporation with the moral 


law, or rather of its being a con-. 
stituent part of that law, shews - 


incontrovertibly, that it claims the 
same sacred observance, as when 
originally imposed. Hence, if 
any law of God is obligatory upon 
us, the law of the Sabbath is ob- 
ligatory. And while we dare not 
impeach God’s rectitude, are we 
not compelled to acknowledge 
his beneficence to man, in the 
institution of the Sabbath? We 


very well know, God might in 


justice have reserved to himself, 


for his immediate worship, a 
rmouch greater proportion of our 
time; but the question is, wheth- 
er He is not benevolent in what 
he has done? Every man, when 
his mind turns upon another 
world, hopes for an eternal Sab- 
bath in glory ; and is it not an 
unspeakable privilege, that God 
has provided for its commence- 
ment here below? If we remem- 
ber the Sabbath day and keep it 
holy, are we hot warranted to 
hope for that rest which remain- 
eth to the people of God? Cer- 
tainly then, the Sabbath, instead 
of exciting our displeasure,should 
awaken our gratitude. 

The question now turns,wheth- 
er the Sabbath, viewed asa mere 
worldly institution, is for or a- 
gainst us? If there were no oth- 
er life than this, would it be bet- 
ter to have a Sabbath, or be with- 
out one? Leaving room for all 
works of necessity, which also 
the scriptures allow, does not na- 
ture itself dictate one seventh 
part of time, at least, as an infe- 
rim for the suspension of worldly 
business? Itis a fact, that those 
who wholly disregard both the 
law of God and man, in this par- 
ticular, take of their own accord 
more respite froin labour, week 
in and week out, than the law 
exacts. Indeed, are not our bo- 
dies and minds so constituted, as 
absolutely to require relaxation ? 
And do not our beasts of draught 
and burthen which so patiently 
come under the yoke and bow to 
the lead we impose on them, 
need their seasons of rest ? and 
after they have had such seasons, 
do they not return with renewed 
vigour to their toil and make us 
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large amends? It is an incon- 
testible fact, that the Sabbath, or 
that which is tantamout to it, isa 
law of nature, as well as a posi- 
tive institution of the Most High. 
The difference is, God has di- 
vided and fixed the time, and spe- 
cified the purposes to which it 
shall be devoted ; whereas men 
would have disagreed in respect 
to the proportion, and their time 
of rest would have been a neces- 
sary loss. 

But varying the question, and 
resting on the ground of actual 
experiment, are we to consider 
the Sabbath asa favour or a frown 
of heaven in regard to our inter- 
est and comfort: Here, in the 
first place, let the question be 
candidly put to those who have 
hitherto lived in the pretty gene- 
ral neglect or violation of this 
holy law of God. Is it by any 
means certain you are richer on 
this account ? Is it incredible to 
suppose, indeed, is it not more 
than probable, that God in his 
providence would have done more 
to advance your temporal interest, 
provided you had kept the day 
holy, than you have done by 
breaking it ? The Israelites gain- 
ed nothing, but lost, by gathering 
manna and sticks on the Sabbath. 
Beside, are your reflections more 
comfortable ? Have you an easier 
conscience, because you have so 
often broken into the divine en- 
closure and robbed God of his 
sacred hours? In the second 
place, let the question be put to 
those who have been afraid to 
speak their own words and trans- 
act their own business, on this 
blessed day. When you have 
seen others busied in secular con- 
cerns on the Sabbath, you might 
have as well attended to your 


worldly concerns as they to theirs. 
But do you regret that-you did 


-not follow their example? Do 


you feel yourselves the poorer for 

your strictness in observing the 

Sabbath? Does the frequent re- 

turn of the Lord’s-day’ impover- 

ish, oppress and embarrass you ? 

Do you ever in taking a retro- 

spect, regret that you had been 

so particular in observing the. 
Sabbath ; nay, do you not rather 

lament, even on the score of in- 

terest and enjoyment, you had 

not been more particular ? Have 

you not found by your own expe- 

rience that the holy observance 

of the Lord’s-day is profitable for 

the life that now is, as well as for 

that which is to come, and that 

the Saviour spake true when he 

said, “ The Sabbath was made for 

man,” viz. for his benefit. Now 

is there an individual, after having 

viewed the subject dispassionate-. 
ly, who will deny his weight of 
influence against those open vio- 
lations of the Sabbath with which. 
society is so extremely burthen-. 
ed, the cry of which is heard in. 
every town and neighbourhood of. 
our country, and actually has 

reached the ear of the God of 
Sabbaoth, who is vindicating his 

injured honour by the judgments. 
which we, asa people, are now: 
experiencing ! 

In the 2d place—Will you not 
with equal readiness give us your 
influence against the heaven-dar-. 
ing crime of profaning the name 
of God. Toaccount for this vice, 
so common among all grades of 
men, on the general principle of 
selfishness, is attended with con- 
siderable difficulty. The difficul- 
ty, however, is solved, by follow- 
ing it through the dabvrinth.and 
tracing it to its true source, which 
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is none other than a bad heart.— 
It is conceived by no means illib- 
eral or uncharitable, and most 
certainly correct, to ascribe pro- 
fane swearing directly to a de- 
praved mind, because there is no 
other fountain from which so foul 
a stream can possibly flow. Now 
some vices are attended with 
strong temptations, either of im- 
mediate pleasure or profit, or 
safety, suclas the gratification 
of unlawful lusts, and stealing, 
lying and swindling, and deceiv- 
ing and the like. But in respect 
to profanity, there appears to'be 
little or no» temptation, either of 
profit or pleasure, unless it be a 
pleasure for a man to defy the 
Almighty. For the man who ad- 
dicts himself to profanity, is sure 
to gain no advantage. He does 
not make himself the richer ; he 
relieves no want. Let him swear 
and swear and swear, again and 
again and again, and repeat his 
oaths till he is tired, he is as poor 
as ever. If he is desirous that 
his declarations. should be credit- 
ed, a string of oaths will defeat, 
rather than aid his object. If you 
hear a man assert any matter as 
a fact, to which he had been eye 
witness, you credit him ; but no 
sooner does he undertake to in- 
crease your belief in his declara- 
tions, by profane appeals to God, 
than he causes you instantly to 
doubt. If a person would raise 
himself in the esteem of others, 
swearing sinks him. Men of 


worth in other respects, diminish ° 


that worth by swearing. It isa 
vice which has no plea in its vin- 
dication. A’ negative excuse is 
. often made by the profane, that 
they have no ill meaning ; but 
they rarely attempt to justify the 
practice. Dare they say they have 
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a good meaning? We give to. 
swearing its best character when 
we call it low, vulgar and ungen- 
tleman-like. Its real evils are 
incalculable. it inflames the an- 
gry passions, produces animosi- 
ties, strifes and quarrels. Duels 
and murders have often been oc- 
casioned by swearing, or language 
which never proceeds from any 
other than profane lips. It cor- 
rupts the youth, saps the very 
foundations of well regulated so- 
clety ; converts civilization into 
a curse, and social life into a state 
more intolerable than bedlam. 
Nor is this the worst, for, unre- 
strained, it creates a hell. Pro- 
fanation of God’s name is the lan- 
guage of the damned. The pro- 
fane actually insult God to his 
face, and challenge him verbally 
to blast them to perdition. Nor is 
God indifferent to this vice; he 
sets an indelible mark upon it, in 
what is subjoined to the third pre- 
cept in the Decalogue. The com- 
mand is a tremendous prohibi- 
tion, and what follows a determi- 
nation of God to take vengeance. 
‘ Thou shalt not take the name 
of the Lord thy God in vain, for 
the Lord will not hold him guilt- 
less that taketh his name in vain.” 
Now, brethren, we do not paint 
this vice in any borrowed shades. 
We fail of giving you the full 
portraiture of its malignity. Lan- 
guage is too feeble. And can 
you want a motive more to induce 
you to put forth every effort, if 
not with hopes altogether to pre- 
vent, yet if possible to check a 
vice, which is absolutely more to 
be dreaded than the plagues of 
Egypt. 

In the 3d place—We solicit 
your united influence, which we 
are persuaded you will freely ten- 
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der, against the growing and 
enormous vice of intemperate 
drinking. The progress of drunk- 
enness since the first settlement 
of the country by the English and 
Dutch, i is, perhaps, without a par- 
allel in the history of the world. 
Our ancestors were distinguish- 
ed for temperance ; but, alas, 
the degeneracy of their descend- 
dnts! In this respect “ the gold 
is verily become dim and the fine 
gold changed.” Without tracing 
out the causes which have contri- 
buted to this alarming defection 
of morals, the fact is undeniable. 
Every day is witness. The thing 
has arrived to such a height, that 
we are actually threatened with 
becoming a nation of drunkards. 
This vice is become so common, 
as scarcely to be thought criminal, 
or even disgraceful in the public 
opinion. And whenever exces- 
sive drinking, or any other vice 
is considered no blot upon char- 
acter by the public, we may pret- 
ty much abandon the hope of re- 
formation. Jndeed, there would, 
in this case, be no foot-hold from 
which to make a beginning. We 
are, however, unwilling to be- 
lieve, we hope better, than to con- 
clude we are sunk so low. 
Possibly it may be asked, what 
is the gréat evil of intemperance, 
since Divine Providence has so 
amply provided the means! Has 


God given us appetites and pro- 


hibited their indulgence ? Does 
he his set bounties before us to 
tantalize us? We answer, it is not 
the temperate use of these boun- 
ties which God forbids ; but the 
consuming of them upon our 
lusts, to his dishonour and our 
own unspeakable detriment. Ev- 
ery creature of God is good, and 
ought to be received with thanks- 


giving 5 ; but is not its perversion 

acrime? Is not drunkenness a 
sin against which God pronounces 
his heavy woe? “ Woe to the 
drunkards of Ephraim ‘” Are not 
our minds given us to cultivate 
and improve ; and does not in- 
temperance enervate and paralize 
every faculty? Its tendency is to 
dwindle, and run a man down to 
a state of the most abject degra- 
dation? It makes his mind va- 
cant and worthless. This we 
know to be the fact. | 

Intemperance is a species of 
suicide, and by far the most to be 
deplored, because the most fre- 
quent. Some, it is true, resort 
to the razor and the halter to 
shorten life; but more to the 
bottle andthe cup. ‘The former, 
in almost every instance, commit 
the crime secretly, and more gen- 
erally, we apprehend, with little 
premeditation, while the latter do 
it aforethought, by slow degrees, 
and rashly, and yet effectually, 
against every possible entreaty 
and expostulation. Which then 
is the greater criminal, is easy to 
determine. If we could clearly 
see and realize the circumstances 
of the drunkard, as they in fact 
exist in most instances, the spec- 


‘tacle would shock and overcome 
‘us even to weakness. Who covld 


endure the sight, to see men la- 
cerating their own flesh with 
knives, and tearing off their skin 


with pincers, or applying live 


coals of fire, or torches to their 
naked bodies ; and yet multitudes 
of people are deing worse than 
this ; they are actually burning 
up their vitals and cutting away 
their heart-strings, by the inordi- 
nate use of ardent spirits, and ate 
offering themselves a voluntaty 
sacrifice to 2 martyrdom as abom- 
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inable as though they were to hew 
themselves to pieces in honour 
of Bual or in the house of Rim- 
mon ! 

Drunkenness. exclusively of the 
expense, of which we shail make 
no calculation at present, is the 
most wasting pestilence which 
ever infested our borders. It 
opens the way for numberiess dis- 
eases, and defeats the remedies 
applied for their cure. A drunk- 
ard is a real curse to the neigh- 
bourhood or family in which he 
resides. The very sight of a 
drunkard, his gesticulations, his 
hickup and half articulated words, 
his reeling and tottering, are 
énough to make a sober man 
ashamed of his species. The 
actual distresses occasioned by 
drunkenness are beyond the pow- 
ér of description. How many 
wives and children are reduced to 
beggary and starvation by drunk- 
en husbands and fathers ? 

* Intemperance, in its lowest 
grade, is an evil, and ought to be 
shunned as the almost certain 
precursor to inevitable destruc- 
tion. It almost for ever casts 
down those who step foot upon 
its enchanted ground. Its grasp 
is death. It is easy falling; ma- 
ny go down into the pit, but not 
one of a thousand returns. You 


had better venture upon the brim 


of the crater of burning Etna, 
than be on terms of intimacy with 
the intoxicating draught. “Touch 
Not, taste not, handle not,” should 
be inscribed in capitals on the 
vessels of every man who hopes 
to éscape the fatal snare. There- 
fore, the wise man said, “ Look 
hot thou upon the wine when it 
is red, when it giveth his colour 
m the cup, when it moveth itself 
aright; atthe last it biteth like 
Vor I. No. 7. 


a serpent and stingeth like an ad- 
der ” 


Now, brethren, for our own 
sakes, for the sakes of our fami- 
lies, of our neighbours. of our 
country, and of the honour of 
God, is it not incumbent on us\ 
to set our faces as flints against 
these and all other crying abom- 
inations, and volunteer the last 
particle of our influence to sup- 
press them? Succéeding in this 
noble attempt, we shall rear on 
their ruins an altar to virtuous or- 
der, whose incense shall spread 
a fragrance over society which 
shall be a blessing indeed. Then 
shall the holy sabbath be respect- 
ed, profanity and intemperance 
hide their heads, and every vice 
become disgraceful. Then “ in- 
stead of the thorn, shall come up 
the figtree, and instead of thé 
brier, shall come up the -myrtle- 
tree.” Then shall the mountain’ 
clap their wings, the little hills 
leap for joy, and the valleys re- 
spond in delightful accents ; then 
shall the song of gladness swell 
and be heard from the Hudson to 
the Delaware, from the Delaware 
to the Susquehannah, from the 
Susquehannah the western wa- 
ters shall catch the inspiring 
notes, and all unite in one harmo- 
nious concert of mutual congrat- 
ulations. 

Willing and forward to give 
your influence in such a cause as 
this, and in view of such motives, 
do you ask, what? We answer 
in three words, your names, your 
examples, and your combined 
efforts. And thus forming 4 
phalanx against the common en- 
emy, God assisting, we may in- 
dulge the pleasing hope that this 
institution shall live, shall survive 
us, pass down to posterity unim- 
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paired, and prevail, until it shall 
be embosomed in the perfection 
of millennial glory, which shall 
supercede the farther necessity 


of forming and maintaining moral 
societies, for the suppression of 
vice and the encouragement of 
virtue. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


a 4} ee 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN PRINCE. 
TON, (N. J ) 


The following extract is com- 
municated by a very respectable 
correspondent in New-Jersey : 


Extract of a letter from a gentle- 
man in Princeton, (N. J.) da- 
ted Feb. 1, 1815. 


“ Tye Lorp has literally been 
found of them that asked not af- 
ter Him. The revival first ap- 
peared in College on the 12th ult. 
the day of our National Fast. Of 
the immediate instruments in be- 
ginning this attention, I can give 
no account ; nor have | heard any 
pretend to do i it. The good hand 
of our God, it is verily believed, 
was upon it, and thus began the 
work. The very first subjects of 
this revival were some of the first 
siudents, first as to scholarship, 
in the College. Their convic- 
tions were deep and pungent. 
One or two of them had been 
as thoughtless and rude as any 
in the Seminary. These cases 
attracted universal attention 
throughout the Coilege, and the 
pious students began to visit from 
room to room, exhorting their 
companions, and praying with 
those under distress of mind. 
The students in the Theological 
Seminary also began to visit the 
College, particularly to lead the 
inquirer, and warn the careless ; 


and some of them were thus em- 

loyed almost the whole time. 
The officers of College blessed 
God, and took courage. | 

“ The pious students of the 
College had been in the habit of 
assembling at each others rooms 
every evening for prayer. The 
other students now beyan to ask 
liberty to meet with them, and 
their rooms were soon crowded. 
It is believed their number, on 
such occasions is now often from 
60 to 70. Other meetings for 
prayer have also been established. 
The President meets the. stu- 
dents one evening in each week 
to instruct and exhort them rela- 
tive to the concerns of their souls. 
On such seasons, almost the whole 
College attend. 

“ The work seems still pro- 
gressing. New cases of awaken- 
ing frequently occur. I need not 
tell you that those who have ob- 
tained a hope of salvation, love 
one another as brethren. You 
need only see them, to be re- 
minded of David and Jonathan. 
Conversation about religion is, I 
believe, the common talk in Col- 
lege. The number of those who 
are believed to be deeply inter- 
ested for their souls, is some- 
where about forty ; and about 
twenty of those are rejoicing in 
hope. Some of almost every 
State which sends students here, 
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are the subjects of the revival. 
It is remarkable that the most 
influential young men in the Col- 
lege have been awakened. This, 
humanly speaking, has been a 
most favourable circumstance. 
The exercises of the inquiring 
have been very rational, and in a 
number of instances very deep 
and affecting. Nothing enthusi- 
astic, or even bordering upon it, 
has been seen. Their. views of 
sin appear to be correct ; and the 
deep distress, in almost every 
instance, has originated from a 
desire to feel more deeply affect- 
ed with a sense of sin, and more 
anxiety about their souls. A 
jealous fear lest their serious im- 
pressions should wear off, seems 
universal among them. What I 
consider as remarkable as almost 
any thing belonging to this work, 
is the sudden change which some 
of them profess to have met with, 
and which, in the judgment of 
charity, is believed real. In a 
number of instances, within three 
or four days, or at most a week, 
from the first serious impressions, 
they have been rejoicing in hope 
of pardon andieternal life. And 
they have been able to give a sat- 
isfactory reason for their hope— 
the revival has not extended into 
the town.””’ 


Auziliary Moral SocietyanObituary. 219 


AUXILIARY MORAL SOCIRTY. ° 


_At a numerous meeting of the 
inhabitants of the town of Kin- 
derhook, held at the Academy, 
on the 18th day of February, 1815, 
for the purpose of forming an 
Auxiliary Society for the promo- 
tion of Good Morals,—WiuiLLiam 
SturGeEs was elected Chairman, 
and JaMES VANDERPOEL Sec’ry. 


Resolved, That the meeting 
form themselves.into an Auxilia- 
rv Society for the promotion of 
Good Merals. 

After the Constitution was 
adopted, and signed by all the 
members, the following persons 
were elected officers for the en- 
suing year ; 

Henry L.Van Dyck, President. 
WitiiaM SturGcEs, Vice-Pres. 

JamMES.VANDERPOEL, Secretary. 
Isaac Van ALSTYNE, /’reasurer. 

Lucas I. Van Alen; Jacobus 
Van Deuzen, Barent Van Buren, 
John H. Kittle, John A.. Staats, 
Volkert Witbeck, Medad Butler, 
John Manton, John P. Beekman, 
Executive Committee. 

Resolved, That the proceed- 
ings of the meeting be published 
in the papers printed In the coun- 
ty, & in the Columbia Magazine. 

Wu. Sturces, Ch’n. 

J. VANDERPOEL, Sec’ry. 


——————E———EE— 


OBITUARY... 


aE 


For the Columbia Magazine.. 


Diep, at Canaan, Columbia 
county, on the 20th of Jan. last, 
Mrs. Amy Warrttne,. relict of 
the late Wm. Bradford Whiting, 
‘sq. in the 8@th year of her age. 


Tt is both pleasant and profita- 
ble to contemplate the life and the 
death of the aged Christian.— 
The subject of this. memoir 1l- 
lustrates, better than a thousand 
volumes of speculation, the value 
and preciousness of the grace of 
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our Lord Jesus Christ ; and af- 
fords another bright example, for 
the imitation of the living, of one 
who, through faith and patience, 
now inherits the promises. 

Mrs. Whiting, whose family 
name was Lathrop, was a native 
of Norwich, (Con.) and adescend- 
ant of the Pilgrims. To a mind 
of uncommon energy was added 
a heart of the kindest sympathy 
and tenderness. Rarely indeed 
does it fall to the lot of humanity 
to possess in sucha degree those 
qualities, which at once challenge 
the Jove, the reafrect and the ad- 
miration of those who know them 
best Such qualities, under the 
influence of a religious educa- 
tion, and the rigid virtues of the 
age in which her habits were 
formed, could not fail to qualify 
their possessor for extensive use- 


fulness in the world. With such 


endowments, at the age of about 
2: or 22, Mrs. W. became a 
wife and a mother. It is not cer- 
tainly known what were the ear- 
lier exercises of her mind on the 
great concerns of her soul: but 
about this time it pleased the 
Lord the Redeemer to teach her 
the salutary lesson that no attaine 
ments are valuable in themselves, 
or a blessing to their possessor, 
except they are under the conse- 
cration of His grace, and devoted 
to His glory. ‘this she was led 
more clearly to sée and under- 
stand during a period of affliction, 
occasioned by the death, in infun- 
cy, of her first chiid. fhe cir- 
eumstance of the dedication of 
that child to God in baptism, by 
its pious father, in.which cere- 
mony she could not unite, not 
having as yet given herself to the 
Lord, filled her mind with much 
distress, and led her to consider 


_ [Mares 


herself as standing in the-relation 
rather of a Acathen, than a chris- 


tian mother to the child which 


God had given her. Being thus 
convinced by the spirit of truth, 
of sin, of righteousness and of 
judgment, she was enabled to 
embrace the salvation freely offer- 
ed in the gospel, and by.a public 
act to profess her faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. From. this 
time her life and profession were 
uniform, and such, as in no com- 
mon degree, to adorn the doc- 
trines of God her Saviour. 

A few years afier the period 
above mentioned, Mrs. W. re- 
moved, with her husband and 
family, from Norwich to the then 
savage wilds of Canaan, which, 
in the providence of God, was 
destined to be the theatre of her 
future exertions. Here was open- 
ed a wide field for the display of 
her intellectual powers, and her 
christian graces. ‘The comforts 
and delights of civilized life, were 
cheerfully exchanged for the toils 
and privations of a solitary wil- 
derness. Duty prompted, and 
religion supported her in the en- 
terprize. It was not for herself, 
but for others, she lived, and 
toiled, and suffered. To her fam- 
Hy she was every thing that a 
muther could be. By her. own 
hands were they literally fed and 
clothed; by her assiduous care 
were they instructed in the ordi- 
nary branches of useful science, 
and by her example, her precepts 
and her prayers, were they train- 
ed up for heaven. 

The want of gospel ordi- 
nances, incident toa new ly settled 
country, was not the least of the 
subjects of her regret, during the 
first years of her residence in 
Canaan. Neither did she forget 
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the Lorp’s pa¥, nor the sanctu- 
ary of. his grace; but with. the 
husband. of her youth, remem- 
bered with joy the gates of Zivn, 
nor forgot the assembling. of 
themselves together from Sab- 
bath to Sabbath, even when des- 
titute of the. stated ministry of 
the word. With them the Suab- 
bath was honourable—the holy of 
the Lord. 

In all the multifarious transac- 
tions of her long and active ilie,. 
the religion of Jesus of Nazareth 
was her counsellor, her shield 
and her consolation. Her’s was 
the life of faith——the religion of 
the heari—the death of the righi- 
eous. The goodness and mercy 
of God were strikingly manifest 
in. his.dealings with this blessed 
woman. His grace first 


‘*Sought her, wan lerivg, set her right, 
¢Turn’d her darkness into light.” 


His: grace enabled her to be faith- 
ful in -her day and generation ; 
and his grace shed abroad in her 
heart: that cheerful, and patient,. 
and rejoicing spirit, which, even 
to' the closing scene, rendered her 
interesting and instructive ina 
high degree. Having given her- 
self to. the: Lord) in a covenant 
never to be forgotten, she found 
Him faithful who had promised ; 
and therefore did she rejoice in 
the Rock of her salvation. 

Her religion was not the sound- 
ing brass and the tinkling cymbal 
of empty profession ; but the gen- 
ial, the life-giving influence of the 
Spirit of the Highest, warming, 
and cheering, and beautifying the 
life and the soul—Yet did she 
cherish very low and humble 
thoughts of herself and her at- 
tainments. Her prevailing lan- 
guage was, Not unto me, not unto 


mey © Lord, but unto thy name 
be the glory. Notwithstanding 
a life of singular rectitude and 
untarnished purity,. nearly sixty 
years of which were spent in the 
frofessed service of ber God and 
Saviour, yet she would often say,. 
“ | am indeed an.unprofitable ser- 
vant; | have done nothing as I 
ought—I have been. a transgres- 
sor from my yeuth ; and were it 
not that where sin abounds, grace 
doth much mere abound, 1 could 
have no Aofie.’’ 

Such were her views of the 
holiness of God—of the purity of 
his law—~of the exceeding sinful» 
ness of sin ; and such was her 
tender reliance on the mercy of 
God in Christ, that she could con- 
template her latter end, and the 
day of great account, without fear 
—yea, with rejoicing—for her re- 
joicing was in the Lord, who gave 


bunself a ransom and a. sacrifice, 


that we might have strong conso- 
lation, and a good hope through 
grace. 

Prayer and praise, reading the 
scriptures and meditating on the 
wonders of redeeming love, oc- 
eupied much of her life, especial- 
ly of her latter years. The course 
of such a lile, it need not be said, 
was like a shining light, shining 
more and more unto the perfect 
day. As that day approached, 
her faith and her hope became 
stronger and brighter, until her 
faith was lost in sight, and her 
hope in eternal fruiuon. 


Give me the wirgs of faith to rise 
Within the vail, and see 

The saints above, how great their joys, 
How bright their glories be. 


Once they were mourning here helow, 
And wet their couch with teais ; 

They wresi’ed har’, as we do now, 
With sins, and doubts, and fears. 
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Tack them whence their vict’ry came ; 
They with united breath, 

Av-cribe their conquest to the Lamb, 
Their triumph to his death. 


They mark?d thefootsteps that he trod, 
(His zea) inspir’d their breat :) 

And, following their mea, nate God, 
Possess’ the promis’« rest. 


Our glorious Leader claims our praise, 
For his own pattern giv’n ; 

Whiie the long crowd of wi nes-es 
Shew the same path to heaven. 


Died, at Canaan, Dea. Aaron 
Parsons, in the 55th year of his 
age. This truly amiable and ex- 
cellent man lived without a stain 
on his character, and died in the 
joyful hope of a blessed immor- 
tality. He was a cheerful, zeal- 
ous Christian, and sustained the 
various relations of life with dis- 
tinguished usefulness and exem- 
plary virtue. 
on the 2d of Feb. last, 
GrorGe WasHINGTON TALMAN, 
son of John Talman, Esq. Mayor 
of this city,aged 7 yearsand7duys, 
after a painful illness of 14 days. 

The circumstances attending 
the illness and death of this little 





boy were peculiarly interesting to . 


all who knew him. The early 
indications of his opening intel- 
lect were much beyond his years, 
and promised much usefuiness 
had he been spared to manhood. 
His constant vivacity and spright- 
lmess, the sweetness of his tem- 
per, his affectionate disposition 
from his earliest years, and the 
assumption of the manners of 
more advanced life, whilst they 
endeared him to his family, ren- 
dered him more. than usually in- 
teresting to all wiom he ap- 
proached. 

For about three weeks before 
his last iliness, he appeared much 





Obituary ; Dea. Aaron Parsons, Geo. W. Talman. (Mares 


impressed with the expectation 
of dying soon ;: and spoke of this 
impression frequently to those 
around him. He became serious 
and thoughtful for whole succes- 
sive days, would: put away his 
playthings and relinquish his 
sports: and when urged to cease 
thinking and talking about dying 
and his own unworthiness—to re- 
sume his amusements and suffer 
himself to be diverted—he insist- 
ed that he could not—that “ he 
had such thoughts that he could 
not play”—that he feared he was 
not good. He would then recal 
and confess the faults he had 
committed, even those that were 
known to himself only, asked to 
be forgiven of his parents ; and 
was grieved that he had not al- 
ways obeyed them as he ought. 
His affection and anxiety for them 
and all around him, seemed to be 
increased daily. He could not 
manifest it sufficiently. Heseem- 
ed like one, as he often intimated 
himself. who was certain he 
should not tarry long with them. 

From the first day of. his ill- 
ness he spoke of his death asa 
thing that was ascertained, and 
never expressed even a wish to 
recover, except when distressed 
with the affliction of his parents, 
Even whilst suffering excessive 
pain, he prayed earnestly that 
God would bless and comfort his 
parents: his petition for himself 
was that he might be taken away. 
His resignation to suffering and 
death, his manifestation of early 
piety and affectionate conduct to 
all who approached him, whilst 
they the more endear his memo- 
ry to the bereaved and afflicted, 
afford them the christian assur- 
ance that he has only fled. from 
them to the bosom of him who. 








_ 


= _Wonrerrnwrs* "”™ 


Tes aA aot * 


ht. 
7m 


not 


ted 
he 


ill- 
isa 
and 
1 to 


nts. 

sive 
that 
his 
self 


way. 
and 
arly 





4815.) Poetry; An Elegy, *3'c.——_On theDeath of Rev.T. Spencer. 223 


said,“ Suffer little children to 
¢ome unto me and forbid them 
not, for of such is the kingdom 
of heaven.” 

' To the little companions of his 
sports, who may read or hear of 
this account, let it speak the lan- 
guage of their Saviour, who took 
little children in his arms and 
blessed them—“ Go ye and do 


likewise.” Then, when even the 
affectionate sympathy and anxiety 
of parental fove’can do nothing 
to comfort them, they shall be 
divinely assisted to pray to God 
as their departed playfellow did, 
and shall be relieved and support-- 
ed under, and saved frena their 
sufferings. 


POETRY. 


rc 


For the Columbia Magazine. 
AN ELEGY ON A FEMALE FRIEND. 


SHE’s gone: her agonizing spirit’s fled, 
_Whi'e angels hail’d her to their 
, bri-ht abode H 
Her lintbs now moulder with the silent 
dead, 
But wand’ring seraphs bore her soul 
to God. , 


No more her tongue shall speak a 
Saviour’s praise | 
Nor lisp the accents of the heavenly 


throng ; ; 
Her eyes so radiamt once, no more 
shall gaze 
On things too mean to tempt the 
Chricstian’s song. 
Shall friends on earth her hasty exit 
mourn 
And weep for youth and genius 
early lost 


While sister spirits smil’d to ee return 
A joyful pilgrim to the bii:sful coast? 


Ah! no: let us unite in anthems too 

' To praise the Saviour for his bound- 
less love, 

That she could smile & bid us all adieu 


In brightest hopes to join the choir 
above. 


An angel’s lyre with heav’nly art she 
sweeps 
And strikes the chords with holy 
ardor fir’d, | 
tn rapt’rous concert ev’ry string she 
Keeps 
To swell the music that her love in- 
spir’d, 


Oh! best employ! Oh doubly glorious 


band! | 
Who thus will spend a never ending 
day ; 
With liveliest pleasures shall their 
souls expand 
?Til! all th’ elect sha'l be as biest as 
they. 


When shall I spread the eagle-wings 
of love 
And mount to heav’n in ecstacies 
unknown ? 
When shall we meet, my dearest 
friend, above, 
And share in joys as sweet as an- 
gels own ? 


O haste, ye ling’ring moments, speed 
your flight 
pager oe the period of this mortal 
ay; 
Waft me a portals of immortal light, 
Where saints and angels never need 
to pray. M. M. 


> oe 


Verses by James Montgomery, on the 
death of the Rev. Taomas Srencen, 
of Liverpool, who was drowned, 
while bathing in the tide, on the 5th 
of August 1511, in the 2ist year of 
his age, 

Thy way isin the sea, and thy path in the 

' great waters; and thy footsteps are not 
known. Ps. Ixxvii. 19. 

From an English publication. 


On earth, in ocean, sky and airy 
All that is exeellent and fair, 
Seen, felt, or understood, 
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From one eternal cause descends, 

To one eternal centre ten(’s, 

With God begins, continues, ends, 
The source of ev’ry gooil, 


Him through all nature I explore, 
Him in his creatures Ia ‘ove, 
Around, beneath, above: 
But clearest in the human mind, 
His bright resemblance when I find 
Grandeur with purity combin’d, 
I most admire and love. 
Oh! there was one—on earth awhile 
He dwelt ;—but transient as a smiie, 
That turns into a tear, 
His beauteous image pass’d us by, 
He came like ‘ighning from the sky, 
As prompt to disappear, 


Sweet ip his undissembling mein, 
We e genius, cando", meekness, seen, 
The lips that lov’d the truth, 
The sing'e eye, whose g'ance sublime 
Look’d to eternity thi ough time, 
The soul whose hopes were wont to 
climb 
Above the joys of youth. 


Of old«#—before the lamp grew dark, 
Reposing near the sacred ark, 


* 4 Samuel iii. 9. 
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| NEW WORKS. ; 

Wm. E. Norman, of this city, has 
just published, Evancetican Care 
cnuism, by F. H. Quitman, D.D. of 
Rhinebeck. 

P. B Gleason & Co. of Hartford, 
have pubiished “ An Historical View 
of the first Planters of New-England,” 
by Thomas Robbins, A. M, pastor of 
a » church i in East-Windsor, (Con.) | 

NEW EDITIQNS. 

Mr. Norman, of this city, has lately 
published “ The Dairyman’s Daugh- 
ter,” and “The Cotiager’s Wife.”— 
These are truly exce\‘ent publications. 
They are interesting narratives of two 
singularly pious women. No onecan 
read them without improvement. We 
uudersiaud Mr. N. sells them at a very 
generous discount to those who pur- 
chase them for charitable distribution. 


The child of Hannah’s prayer 
Heard through the temple’s silent 
round, 
A living voice, nor knew the sound 
That th.ice alarm’d bim, ere he found, 
The Lord, who chose him, there. 


Tha: early called,and strongly moved, 
A prophet from a chi'd approved, 
Spencer his course besa ; 
From +tren_th to strength, from grace 
to grace, 
Swifte t a-d soremest in the race, 
He carried victory in his face, 
He triumphed as he ran. 


The loveliest star of evening’s train 
Sets early im the western main, 

And 'eaves the world in night : 
The b ightest star of mo: ning’: host, 
Scarce risen, in brizhter beams is lost : 
—Thus sunk his fo. m on cean’s coast, 

—Thus sprang his soul to light. 


Revolving his mysterious lot, 

I mourn him, but I praise him not ; 
To God the praise be given, 

Who sent him, like the radiant bow, 

His covenant of peace to show, 

Aihwart the passing storm to glow, 
Then vanish into heaven. 





WORKS PROPOSED. : 

We understand that Dr. Romeyn, 
of N. York, intends to send two yol- 
umes of his Sermons to the press in a 
short time. These volumes were pro- 
posed before D:. R. went to Europe. 

The Rev. Gitbert Mc Ma+te-s, of 
Duanerburgh, intends. to pubiish a 
volume upon some of the distingnish- 
ed truths of Christianity, and to de- 
fend the important and fundamental 
doctrines of the cross. © 

Mr. Norma», of this city, proposes 
to publish by "subs cription the Ser- 
mons of Dr. Seabury, !ate Bishop of 
Connecticut. This work was piopos- 
ed some time since, but was delayed 
on aceount of a similar proposal in 
Gomnecticut; which has since beep 
withdrawn. 








